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St Andrew's Christian Vision and Values

“We believe that there is some’chtng wonderfu[ to f'Lnd in all of God’s children and

that everyone has the po’centta[ to spark[e. Our vision is to nurture and inspire our

who[e SChOOL communl’cg usLng l.OVC, respec’c, ’crus’c, courage, perseverance and

E.
respons'Lb'L['L’cg so that everyone can f[ourlsh using their unique and precious glf’cs and - S\‘“N
let their llgh’c shine to the world.”
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Curriculum Rationale for St Andrews CE Perarg School

At St Andrews CE Perarg School, our curriculum ts dengr\ed to nurture and inspire our whole school community, enabLLng everyone to fLourLsh and let their

[Lgh{: shine to the world. Our curriculum is underp'mned bg our St Andrews Can Dos, which reﬂec’c our Christian values and our commitment to deve[opmg well-
rounded, conchlenJc, and responsLb[e individuals.




l. I can be kind Our curriculum fosters empathy, compassion, and kindness. Through subjects like PSHE, RE, our broader pastoral programme and our
Lighthouse nurture provision, we encourage pupils to consider others' feelings and perspectives, promoting a culture of care and support within our school

community and beyond.

2. I can be respec’cful Respect is woven Jchroughout our curriculum. We teach about diverse cultures, beLLefs, and ways of [Lfe, encouraging pupL[s to value
deferences and treat everyone with dignity. This aligns with the STAMS framework, which emphasises the importance of "posLtLve relationships that
balance individual freedom and rights, with responsibility towards others” (IQ5a).

3. I can trust in God, myself and others Our RE curriculum, collective worship, and overall ethos help pupils develop trust in God, themselves, and others.

We nurture self-confidence and resilience across all subjects, encouraging pupils to believe in their abilities and to support one another.

k. T can be brave We design learning experiences that challenge pupils to step out of their comfort zones, take risks, and develop resilience. This could be

through tackling complex problems in maths, forest school or trying new skills in PE and the arts.

S. I can work hard Our curriculum promotes a growth mindset and the value of effort. We set high expectations across all subjects, encouraging pupils to

persevere and understand that success comes through dedication and hard work.

6. I can be responsible for myself, my community and the world we live in We embed responsibility throughout our curriculum. From personal
organtsation skills to community service projects like our local litter pick or environmental initiatives, we help pupils understand their role in caring for

themse[ves, JcheLr communLtg, Cll'ld Jche p[anet. TI’ILS CLLLgI’lS WL'H’I the SIAMS framework's emphasLs on "courcxgeous (].d\/OC(le‘I O.I’ld beLng “agents OJC change"

(IQ5h).

7. I can be clever and I love to learn Our curriculum tis dengr\ed to be chauengmg, engaging, and tnspiring. We foster curLosLtg and a love of Learrmmg

across all subjects, encouraging pupLLs to ask ques’cLor\s, think crLthaLLg, and deveLop a thirst for knowLedge.

8. I can let my [Lght shine This overarch'mg panchLe er\capsuLates our commitment to heLang each pupll discover and deveLop thetr unique talents and
gtfts, QOur broad and balanced curriculum, an[ud‘mg a rich extra-curricular programme, prodees diverse opportunLtLes for pupL[s to excel and shine in their

areas of strength and interest.

By basing our curriculum on these Can Dos, we ensure that our educational provision is not only academically rigorous but also deeply rooted in our Christian
ethos and values. Our curriculum design reflects our commitment to developing the whole child - spiritually, morally, socially, culturally and academically. It
prepares our pupL[s to be cor\deer\t, compasstonate, and capabLe individuals who are readg to make a positive contribution to soclety and to let their LLthc shine

in the world.




I can be kind

I can be respectful
I can trust in God, myself and others
I can be brave
I can work hard
I can be responsible for myself, my community and the world we live in
I can be clever and I love to learn

T can let my LLgh’c shine




Curriculum Dengn Rationale: Integratmg Substantive KnowLedge, DLschLmarg KnowLedge, and \/ocabutarg

At St Andrews CE Primary School, we have designed our curriculum to provide a robust framework that ensures pupils develop substantive and disciplinary
knowLedge across all subjects, underpmned bg a strong focus on vocabuLarg deve[opment. This approach aLLgns with current educational research and best practises,

as thhLLghted tn Ofsted's Research Review Series and the DfE's Readmg Framework.

Substantive KnowLedge in_ Units of Work, Target Memories:

We organise our curriculum into distinct units of work, each focusing on specific substantive knowledge. This approach allows us to:
. Clearly define the core content and concepts pupils need to learn in each topic.
& Sequence knowledge logically, building on prior learning and preparing for future topics.
3. Allocate appropriate time and resources to each unit, ensuring depth of understanding.
k. Facilitate clear assessment of pupils grasp of key concepts and facts.

We refer to these units of knowLedge as ‘Target Memories.

Target MemorLes are;

e Jntroduced at the start of each unit in our KnowLedge Orgaaners
° DLsp[aHed in the classroom for the children to refer back to and use Jchroughou’c their Learnmg journey
e Used in retrieval practice at the start of every new lesson

o Assessed at the end of each unit of work using a muLtLpLe—choLce quiz

DLschLLnarH Know[edge as Golden Threads:
We weave dLschLLnarg knowLedge throughout our curriculum as '9oLder1 threads. This approachz
l. Ensures consistent deveLopment of subject—spechLc skills and tthkLng processes across all year groups.

ay HeLps pupLLs understand how knowLedge is created, validated, and used within each dLsch[Lne‘




3.

Supports the transfer of skills and approaches between different topics and subjects.

k. Deepens pupils understanding of the nature of each subject.

GOLC[QI’I Threqu are;

Identified and woven throughout each pathway to learning

Tracked using our I am a Clever... tracking system to ensure there are no gaps
in knowledge as children progress through each key stage

A way of ensuring progress within our mixed age classes. Our subject leaders have

carefu[[g Ldenﬂfted appropriate milestones in Leammg dependmg on the content of the dLschLmarH

know[edge for that subjech

\/OCO,bU.LO_FH DeveLopmenJc:

V\/e pLO.CQ a Stl"OI’\g emphasLs on VOCO.IDLLLCLI"H deveLopmenJc across O.LL subjects O.I’lCl HQCLI" gl"OLlPS. Our G.Ppl"OO.Cl’I JCO VOCG.bL.LLO.I"H LI"LCLL.LdESZ

Explicit teaching of vocabulary within each unit of work, recognising that "A robust approach to vocabulary involves directly explaining the meanings of

words aLong with ’chought—provokmg, pLagfuL, and interactive fo[[ow-up" (DfE Read'mg Framework, 9\09\3).

Carefu[ selection of vocabulary to teach, considering word frequencg and usefuLness across contexts. As noted in Ofsted's Languages Review, "Several
studies have estimated that the 4,000 most common words in a Language represent more than 80% of the words in most written and spoken texts'

(Ofsted Research Review Series: Languages, Q\OQJ).

Deve[opmg both breadth and depth of vocabuLarg know[edge, anLudLng the breadth or size of the vocabu[arg (number of Words), the depth of know[edge,
and f[uencg (or automaticity and speed of recall) (Ofsted Research Review Series: Languages, A0a1).

ProdeLng mu[tLpLe exposures to new vocabu[arg across deferent contexts and subjects, recognising that "PupLLs usuaLLH need to encounter a word a number

of times in different contexts for it to enter their working vocabulary’ (Ofsted Research Review Series: English, 2033).

Integrat'mg vocabuLarg deveLopment with phonLcs instruction in the ear[g years and Keg Stage [, as "Teach'mg phor\Lcs also supports the deve[opment of

pupL[s' handerthg and speLLLng" (Ofsted Research Review Series: EngLLsh, 9\033).




\/ocabu[arg is;

e Included on each know[edge organiser and introduced at the start of each unit
° ExpLLcLﬂg Jcaught Jchroughout each unit of work
° DLspLaHed in the classroom for pupLLs to refer to when needed

e Where appropriate, each unit will begm with a Hook with a Book™ to support pre—teachmg vocabuLarH

ASS€SSI’Y\€FIJC O,I'ld TFQCkLﬂg

At St Andrews CE Perarg School, our approach to assessment and Jcrc:L<:|r<Lr19 is dengned to support and enhance our curriculum, ensuring that every child can

fLourLsh and let their LLght shine.

e Grids to track dLschLLnarg knowledge will be stuck in the front of books or kept in a f[oor with ﬂoor
books

e Fach unit will begin with a BIG QUESTION' on the knowledge organisers to assess prior learning
o Fach lesson will beg‘m with a knowLedge retrieval exercise

e Each unit will end with a multiple-choice quiz

e Two-paged spreads can be used where appropriate to consolidate and present learning

e Data will be collated and recorded on Teams

e Data will be analysed regularly by subject leaders

® Subject leaders will also carry out reguLar work scrutmg and pupLL voice

o Work will be presented in individual books for:
- EngLLsh
- Maths
- Guided Readmg

- Science




- History

- Geography
- Art

- RE

- MFL

- EYES

e Other ways of gathermg evidence:

- Dengn TechnoLogg ﬂoor books
= Compufmg DLthaL Floor Books

- Video performar\ces for Music
- PE Passpor’c Photos
- PSHE workbooks

Integrcﬁcton of Substantive KnowLedge, DLschLLnarg Know[edge, and \/ocabuLarH:

Bg combLnLng these approaches, we create a curriculum that:

Recogmses the Lnterdepender\ce of substantive and dLsch[Lnarg knowLedge, while also acknowLedgLng the cructal role of vocabu[ary tn accessing and

articulating this knowledge.

Provides multiple contexts for applying and developing disciplinary skills and using subject-specific vocabulary.

Supports pupils in building increasingly complex mental models, enriched by a growing vocabulary that allows for more nuanced understanding and
expressLon.

Addresses the 'Matthew effect’ in vocabulary development, where "the word-rich get richer and the word-poor get poorer” (DfE Reading Framework, 2033),

by providing explicit vocabulary instruction for all pupils.

Facilitates the development of pupils expertise over time, including their ability to use increasingly sophisticated language to discuss and engage with

subject content.




This integrated approach ensures that our pupils not only acquire a broad base of knowledge and skills but also develop the rich vocabulary needed to access,
discuss, and apply this knowledge effectively. It prepares them for further study and equips them with the linguistic tools needed for success in the modern

world.

Bg exp[LthLg p[annmg for substantive knowLedge, dLschLLnarg kr\owLedge, and vocabuLarg deve[opment and bg Jcrack'mg these elements across the curriculum, we
ensure a coherent and comprehenvae educational experLence. This aLLgns with our school's vision to nurture and Lnsere our whole school communLtg, enabLLng

everyone to flourish and let their light shine to the world.




